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January new car registrations dip 8.2 per cent
· January UK registrations fell 8.2 per cent to 181,474 units

· Diesel registrations rose to 66,455 units, up 7.7 per cent

· UK confirmed as second biggest European market with 2,567,269 units in 2004

Commenting on the figures, SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan said, 'The new car market is a key economic indicator and January's figures reflect consumer confidence.  While this month's figures are below the strong start made in 2004, new car registrations continue to demonstrate a healthy level of demand.'
	European new car registrations 1999 – 2004 in five largest markets

	
	UK
	Germany
	France
	Italy
	Spain

	1999
	2,197,615
	3,802,176
	2,148,423
	2,338,464
	1,406,246

	2000
	2,221,670
	3,378,343
	2,133,884
	2,423,084
	1,381,256

	2001
	2,458,769
	3,341,718
	2,254,732
	2,413,455
	1,425,573

	2002
	2,563,631
	3,252,898
	2,145,071
	2,279,612
	1,331,877

	2003
	2,579,050
	3,236,938
	2,009,246
	2,246,824
	1,382,099

	2004
	2,567,269
	3,266,826
	2,013,712
	2,258,861
	1,517,518


Source: ACEA
January 2005

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


